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•colony.   Figures relating to the domestic arrangements of
the Japanese are interesting.
Thirty-six are married to Japanese women, and another
20 to white women of French origin. Of the remainder 107
live in concubinage with Javanese, Indo-Chinese or Melane-
sian native women, and another SO with white women of
French origin. This only accounts for about 200 of the
1,500 male Japanese in the colony, and these figures take
into consideration only those who are more or less per-
manently settled in their relationships. Many of the
remainder live in a state of short-term concubinage. Of the
200 odd Japanese children, 51 are of pure Japanese descent,
145 of Japanese fathers and Indo-Chinese, Melanesian or
Javanese mothers, and the remaining 122 of Japanese
fathers and white mothers.
The size of the Japanese population is far outweighed by
the importance of Japanese commercial interests in the island.
Apart from the retail traders—most New Caledonians
have their hair cut, and clothes tailored and laundered by
Japanese, and eat vegetables grown in Japanese market
gardens—the Japanese control large mining concessions in
the colony.
Japanese mining interests date back to the days before the
last war, when they acquired a nickel mine at Dumbea, near
Noumea, but this was later sold to the Societe le Nickel.
From 1935 onwards, however, Japanese mining interests
have been very active in the colony, prospecting, mining and
buying ore from the small independent miners.
The opening up of a large iron concession in the south of
the island at Goro, gave Japan her first real foothold in
New Caledonia. This is the only iron field being exploited
in the colony, and in 1989—the first year that operations
commenced—more than 100,000 tons of 52% iron ore was
sent to feed the Japanese armament industries. In 1940
production was approximately 300,000 tons, and from 1941
onwards production is expected to exceed 500,000 tons per

